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An AFFECTIONATE ADDRESS, &e, 


Very dear BRETHREN, LONDON, Sept. 14, 1796. 


A S ſeveral perſons appear to be diſſatisfied with regard to the 
jealouſies and fears, leſt the Preachers concerned in the manage- 
ment of our affairs ſhould miſapply any part of the public money : 
In order to ſatisfy all ſuch perſons, and others, who wiſh, te be 


informed reſpecting our temporal concerns, the following SrArE- 
MENT is now made public. | 


The Preachers {conſcious of their own uprightneſs) did not en- 
tertain the leaſt apprehenſion that our own people had any fear 


concerning their diſpoſing of the public money ;' and to this day, 


they are wel! ſatisfied, that this fear is very far from being gene- 
ral-; notwithſtanding all the pains that have been taken by a few 
individuals, to make our people believe that the Preachers are a 
ſet of downright knaves, or ſomething worſe, if that be poſſible. 
We believe it will generally hold good, that none are ſo apt to 
ſuſpe& others of bad deſigns, and diſhoneſt practices, as thoſe 
perſons are who have ſuch deſigns themſelves, and who feel that 


they would act in that line if they had but the opportunity ſo to 


do, which they ſee others have. But bad as mankind in the ge- 


neral are, yet there are ſtill a few, at leaſt, who make conſcience 


of what they do: The language of whoſe heart is, Thou God 


ſeeſt me,” and therefore act as in his fight, with a ſingle eye and 


an upright heart, and it would be lamentable indeed if ſuch were 
not to be found among thoſe who are held up as the tranſacters of 


our public affairs, ſeeing that theſe have been of the longeſt ſtand- 
ing in the Connettion, and their piety, labours, and uſefulneſs, 


ion, as that of any of their 


have been as ſeldom called in que 
brethren, | 
There are four particulars which at preſent ſeem to engage the 
attention of thoſe k | 
greatly trouble our Iſrael, namely, 1. The London Law. Suit. 
a. The Preachers- Fund. g. The Kingswood.- Collection. And 
4. The Vearly- Collection. And as theſe people ſo loudly com- 
plain of ſecreſy, partiality, and injuſtice, we are called upon to 
try, whether we cannot, reſpeCting each of theſe, By manifeſ- 
tation of the truth, commend ourſelves to every man's conſcience, 


in the fight of Gop,” | 
As e Wir 


temporal matters of our Cod NECTION, and arefilled with 


ſcontented people, on account of which they 


EE 41 


1. With regard to the London Law-Suit, We fay nothing as 
to the neceſſity, or the propriety of it: But ſhould be glad if it 
could be everlaſtingly forgotten. Thoſe perſons muſt bear the 
blame who were the authors of it, be who they may. We bleſs 
the Lord that we, and many beſides us, ſtand quug clear as to 
that unbappy piece of bulineſs. - . « Mm 

The London Law-Suit (ſay ſome of thoſe men) coſt more 
than two thouſand pounds; and many of the preachers do not 
„ know where the money came from; ſo chat it is evident there 
* muſt be a purſe ſome where.” Theſe men would have been 
much nearer the truth if they had ſaid, ** It is evident, that there 
are men among the Methodiſt-preachers, who greatly intereſt 
themſelves in all the affairs of the connection, _ who on every 
diſtreſſing occaſion, labour day and night for its welfare; and 
who ſtrain every nerve in order to remove ſuch heavy burthens, 


as that occaſioned by this e Law-Suit, by ſuch means as 


not to be under the diſagreeable an prrbapy fruujeſs necellity to 
aſk us to affiſt them.” This would have done them credit, and 
would Wave been the naked truth; as we truſt we ſhall be able to 


make appear to the ſatisfaction of all candid and unprejudiced 


men. | | | - 
Did then the ſaid Law-Suit coſt {2000 ? Let, us ſee whether 


it did or not. | 


Mr. Clulow's Bill, who was Attorney for the £ Na 5. FR 


majority of the Truftees was 


| — 779 11 10 
Mr. Collins's Bill, who was Attorney for the 


minority of the Truſtees — 641 13 9 


The whole of both the Bills was {1421 8 


But it muſt be obſerved, that Mr. Clulow's Bill includes many : 
other expences beſides the Law, wh:ch for the ſatisfaction of all 


concerned, we ſhall fet down, viz. 


For inſuring the Truit Premiſes, and to ſeveral 33 


of the Annuitants — 1 1141 % 0 
For a ſet of Mr. Weſley's Sermons nen 
To Mr. Duplex's Ware ee expences to London AHH 

as a witneſs upon the trial „ pn 12 12 0 
To printing various pamphlets in order to inform 

the publie of the flate of the caſe 10 18 0 
To Mr. Atlay's travelling expences to London | 

twice, as a witneſs upon the trial — „ „ 7: $:: 
To a gift to Mr. Atlay — — 20: ©: ©, 
To ſeveral Annuitants — 4 16 6 

To twelve dozen of candles for the Chapel 3 120 
To two Delegates expences to the Mancheſter #1 

Conference —— — eo 9 0: 

234. 14 
1 £ 94 This - 


—— —— —-—- em , 0 ——— 


entirely our own: and what bas Mr. K. with 


LA: 


This ſum taken from Mr. Clulow's bill, will reduce it to 


73 54 17 6, ſo that it is evident enough, that he has received 
| 


nothing for his own labour. ; 
It will now be aſked, How much of the above ſum is paid, 
and-what ſtill remains to be paid? We anſwer, 


SS 

On account of the Truſtees we have paid 55 11 10 
And there remains to be paid on their account at 

Michaelmas 1797. — — 300 0 © 
To Mr. Collins, the Attorney for the other ſide, 

wie have paid | | 619 © © 
And he has given us a receipt in full, beſides 
 2of.. which he Nene gave us towards paying 
the expences of the Law. Beſides the above we 

have paid two years Ground Rent to the City of | 

London — — 194 3 10 

And arrears of Annuities, &c. — 31 [74.0 

So that we have paid in the whole — — 15 2 8 


If any one will ſtill affirm, That the Law. Suit has coſt very 
near ao. We reply, Not ſo; becauſe it is evident, that 
£867 7 2 which was due for Ground Rent, and to the Annui- 
tants, &c. muſt have been paid, if there had been no Law-Suit 


at all. | - . 

ü | 7 Z 9. d. 

Towards paying the above, we collected from the 

Truſtees, and other kind and generous friends in 
London — 344 8 6 
Mr. Thompſon of Hull generouſly gave us 20 © 0 
We received of the Seat Rents from the Truſtees 133 15 3 
| We borrowed from the Preachers-fund — 179 11 © 
In all £678 14 9 


So that hard neceſſity has on this diſtreſſing occaſion obliged us 

to receive from the Book-room not leſs than Z£ 1115 7 11. 
Only it muſt be remembered that 200. was due from the Book- 
room, and goof. more from the Houſe Steward, according to the 
rent deſired by the Truſtees ; and we do not know how any one 

can July blame them, as the Premiſes did not clear themſelves. 
And if any one will blame us for this, let them ſhew us by what 
other means we could have got out of thoſe difficulties, without 

oppreſſing the people. Will they blame us for oppreſſing our- 
ſelves in order to relieve them? For ſtrange as it may appear, 
whatever profits may ariſe from the ſale of the Books now, may 
fairly be conſidered as the fruit of the labour of the preachers, 
and therefore their own property to all intents and purpoſes. It 
is well known, that the Magazine is by much the principal article. 
in the Book- room, and every one mult acknowledge, that this is 
all his boaſting, 


A 3 contributed 


6 


contributed towards it? If any one will charge us wich having 
violated Mr. Weſley's Will, we ſhall make it appear in due time, 
that they are miſtaken ; and that over and above all that has been 


my out of the Book-room, in the way above-mentioned, . there 


as ſtill been paid more money than would ariſe from the ſale of 
Mr. Weſley's Books, ſimply conſidered, for the purpoſes. men- 
troned. in his Will. But at any rate let no one blame thoſe who 
have laboured as for life, in order to make peace, to heal the 
wound, and to remove that rock of offence out of the way. How. 
ever we have this ſatisfaction, if our ſalvation had depended upon. 
it, we could have done no better. | 72 3 
The above is as clear an account as we can give of that unfor- 
tunate affair. We had much rather have faid nothing at all about 
it, a matter ſo exceedingly painful: but theſe perſons have obliged 
us; ik they will (till blame us, as it is moſt likely they will, we 
_ only fay, * Father, forgive them for they know not what 
they do.” . ES 7 
2, We will now give the beſt account we can of the ſtate of 
the Preachers-Fund, from the time of Mr. Weſley's death, down 
to the preſent day. At the time of Mr, Weſley's death we had 


— 


in the hands of Mr. Kirkman of London £400 © o. 
In the hands of Mr. Vials of London — 200 © 0 
A Bond from Mr. Brackenbury - . 100 © 0 
In the g per cent Bank-annuities = - 210 © 0 
In Do. - - - - „ 0 
Mr. Murlin as a Steward had in his hang +. 82 5 © 
Upon the Chapel in Edinburgh - < 63 110 
Upon the Chapel at Bedford „ 25 © ©. 
Upon the Chapel at Northampton - 20 0 0 
In the 4 per cent - is 200. 0 © 

In all, 21390 16 © 


After the death of Mr. 23 we were obliged to call in all 
the money we could, and ſell out all we had in the ſtocks, except 
that in the 4 per cents; and accordingly we paid f 1296 12 0 


towards the 1700 f. due to Mrs, Weſley, according to Mr. Wel-. 


ley's Will ; fo that we now have of the Fund, 
Upon the Chapel at Edinburgh < / 53 12 0 
And upon the Chapel at Northampton < ' « 20 0 0 
As the 200. in the 4 per cents has ſince that time been ſold out 
for # 197 11 © faid before to be borrowed from the Fund and the 

25Z . upon Bedford Chapel has been paid in. 2 
f any one wiſh to be informed why our ſtock at the time of 
Mr. Weſley's death was ſo ſmall, we anſwer, It is very well known 
that good Mr. Weſley delighted much to truſt entirely in God, 
and to live by faith. He therefore did not wiſh that the Preachers 
ſhould” have much in hand; and as our expences increaſed very 
much every year, by reaſon of the preachers marryin 55 the 

children 


e 


[3-4 


children wich which it pleaſed God to bleſs them. Hence from 
the year 1781, in order to eaſe the peapte he inſiſted upon it, 
e 


that a part of the money collected for the Preachers- fund ſhould 
go towards ſupporting the Preachers Wives, &c. ſo that the Cir- 
cuits might not be burthened, nor the work of God hindered. 
Our aſſettion for our aged Father, and our love for the cauſe of 
God, obliged us to ſubmit to this, only keeping an account of 
what he had as under, and accordingly from that year we paid for 
the above purpoſes the following ſums, viz. „ 

: Ye lt 7 15 
In 1781. paid 69 15 Brought forward 146113 9 
In 1782. paid 144 © In 1790. paid 100 0 © 
In 178g. paid 162 o In 1791. paid 573 5 12 
In 1784. paid 240 7 In 1792. paid 432 17 10 
In 1785. paid 102 0 1793. paid 474 d 4 
In 1786. paid 194 17 | 
In 1787. paid 118 8 
In 1788. paid '250 7 
In 1789. paid 180 o 


O BOO OBO 0 0 
— 
2 


In 1796. paid B28 7 © 
In all, £5481 © 10 


So that the Book-room ſtands indebted to us „ 
And £1296 120. En in all, 6777 12 10 
Add to this the ſimple intereſt due upon the ſeveral 
" ſums above mentioned which is 1 1211 16 o 
The ſum mentioned before as borrowed from the DN 
Fund - - * 0 179 11 © 
Upon Edinburgh Chapel - - - 54 11 © 
Northampton Chapel! p . - 20 0 © 
Bedford Chapel now paid in Ogg 25 © 0 


In all, 78267 10 10 
Thus you ſee the preſent ſtate of the Preachers- Fund, and it 
muſt be acknowledged that the ſum total is large. in appearance, 
but at the ſame time it is in reality remarkably ſmall. But Mr. 
K. ſays, ** That he has heard ſeveral of the preachers ſay, That 
they are determined to have all the above deſcribed money out of 
the Book- room.“ It is not at all unlikely that he may (upon oc- 
caſion) have heard ſome of the preachers talk as extravagantly as 
himſelf. But did Mr. K. never either hear, or think of 'the 'old 
Adage, Where it ts not to be had, even the ling loſes his Tight ? 


And how either Mr. K. or the preachers (that he ſays he bas heard 


talk ſo,) will be able to get that money out of the Book-room, we 
will not pretend to ſay. As it is well known, that all that the 
Book- room can produce has been, and we are perſuaded will ſtill 
be wanted, in order to ſupport the work, and to eaſe the Circuits, 
It muſt be acknowledged, to his praiſe, that Mr. K. can write in 
a very extraordinary, that is to fay, in a very unreaſonable man- 
ner, as much ſo perhaps as any of his neighbours ; and ſomg 
= A 4 ; +. others 


In 1794. paid 754 7 8 
In 1793. paid 856 7 & 


L 8 J | 
others haye-copied his example; and there are people weak, on 
wicked enough, to believe what they ſay. But as to our part, 
we have our doubts whether he is not a man of that deſcription, 
ſuch as the apoſtle ſays, would ariſe in the'church, ſpeaking per - 
verſe things, in order to draw away diſciples after him. We can 
tell Mr. K. and the whole world, of a far happier reſolution than 
that which he ſpeaks of, which the preachers formed many years 
2g0, (whether he ever did or not, may be doubted, as he is but of 
yeſterday) and we are perſuaded. that they are. more confirme 
therein than ever, (viz.) To ſupport and maintain the cauſe o 
God at all events, even ſhould it ſwallow up all that is left in the 
fund; and not only ſo, but to ſpend their lives, and their all, in 
the ſame bleſſed cauſe, Money was never the obje& which the old 
Metbodiſt preachers had in view, and we are happy to ſay, that the 
young preachers in general are of the ſame ſpirit. They laboured 
as faithfully when there was no fund at all, as they-do now. They 
had the intereſts. of the people as much at heart when there were 
no fixed * for either themſelves or their families, as 
ever Mr. K. did at any time, who in the very firſt ſtage of his 
travels, entered into preſent pay and good quarters. One might 
ſuppoſe from his prodigious aſſurance, which ſo evidently appears 
upon the face of all that he writes, that no man ever came amon 
us ſo well recommended or that had been ſo faithful as himſel 
But alas, Mr. K. only. came in at the back-door, according to his 
own. extraordinary plan. He was neither * the 
Stewards, Leaders, Preachers, or People, but only by a reſpect- 
able individual, with whom he had travelled a ſhort time in the 
capacity of a ſervant, And ſeeing, that with ſo ſlight a recom» 
mendation, he has acquitted himſelf ſo nobly, as every one muſt 
be conſtrained to acknowledge, who reads what he has PAD 
to the world; why ſhould he (above all others) be ſo greatly 
concerned reſpecting thoſe who wiſh to travel now ? Why ſhould 
they be any better recommended than he himſelf was? . Surely 
this would come with, a much better grace from ſome other per- 
ſon than Mr. K ! But bas Mr. K. really been of any extraordinary 
. uſe in our connection? Let any, one examine the Minutes, as to 
the places where he has, laboured, and then they will be able to 
judge. We would aſk his moſt profound admirers, Were there 
ever- any particular revival of the work by his miniſtry ? Or did 
aver any one Circuit in the three kingdoms petition for him to la- 
bour among them? We conleſs chat we remember nothing of the 
kind, and are half inclined io think, that no one elſe does. What 
is it then that bas rendered Mr, K. ſo popular? One would al- 
moſt think that the days of Dr. Sacheverel were returned, and 
that Mr. K. had learned of the mad dottor, to cry, The church ts 
in danger. We think it will puzzle the reader not a little) to 
find out any thing extraordinary in what he has publiſhed, except 
an extraordinary degree of aſſurance, impertinence, inſolence, 
and uncharitableneſs, unequalled by any man that ever bore the 
name of Methodiſt, N * 
U 


» 12 


We beg leave to aſk, Is there a ſingle branch of the doftrine 
«of. Chriſt, which he endeavours to ſet in a clearer light, than any 
one before him has done; or that he thinks is not fufficiently in- 
ſiſted upon among us? Or'is there any part of chriſtian experi- 
ence, or chriſtian practice, which he attempts more fully to ex- 
lain, or endeavours. to call the people's attention to? Not at all. 
t it may be ſaid, without any breach of charity, that all he has. 
hitherto written, has 4 direct tendeney to divert the people from 
every thing ſerious, ſpiritual,” and heavenly, and to lead them to 
laugh and triſle as he himſelf does; to judge, condemn, and deſ- 
piſe tlie ir teachers, yea, their ſpiritual fathers; and, in ſhort, to 
ſtrip them entirely of every ſhred of religion. To be convinced 
of this, we need only look at the people where his books are ad- 
mired. There we ſhall ſee the fruiiful field turned into à wilder- 
nefs-. There we ſhall find - confuſion, difſention, diviſion, ſtrife 
and debate, and every man's ſword againſt his fellow! 
- What a prodigrous..ontcry does Mr. K. make, in the account 
he has given of his late trial, about # copy of the charges brought 
againſt. him by the Conference being denied him. When at the 
ſame time he was repeatedly told, that every one of thoſe charges 
were taken from his own books. And in order to ſatisfy him, the 
books: were given to him where every pert was marked which 
contained thoſe charges. So that this was exactly the fame to him 
as @ written copy. Nay more, when he was ſo Joudly complain- 
ing of the injuſtice of the Conference in withholding a copy from 
him, he had in his own poſfeſhon + the books marked as before 
tioned, put into his. hand by a member of the Conference; 
n the name of all that is ſacred; what has this wonderful reformer 
done with bis confeiencs! jj LE | 
With what ſupreme contempt. has Mr. K. treated ſeveral of 1 
thoſe venerable men who were I-bo6uring in the vineyard of the = 
Lord before he was born? How inexcuſable muſt he be, even 1 
ſuppoſing all he deridingly ſays of them were true. But how -— 
much more ſo, when it is well known to be utterly falfe.. To 
inſtance only in one particular. He ſays, that at the Mancheſter 
Conference the Biſhops plan (as he is pleafed to call it) was 
brought forward three times under three different forms. Now 
we ſolemnly declare, that the Biſhops plan was never fo much as 
mentioned at that Conference, much leſs was it ever brought for- 
ward, under any form at all. Biſhops, (as every one then preſent | 
can witneſs): were quite out of the queſtion. A | 
Fhere are many other things in his pamphlets equally falſe, and 
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might wich equal eaſe be confuted. Let any ſerious Chriſtian 
eonſider the pernicious tendency of his wrerehed tratts, and then 
let them ſay, whether the preachers could, with a good conſcience, 
ſuffer a man ſo dangerous to the peace and well-being of fociety, 

to remain among them. e Wn 

We will venture to affirm, from our own knowledge of the , 
Preachers, that they have on all occaſions ſhewed themſelves 

ready to reform whatever was amiſs, according to their power. 


And 


r ̃ e ]˙ e ob. #7 Me nn, al 
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And have always chearfully adopted ſuch rules or regulations as 
tended to promote peace and love, and the increafe of the work. 
But it muſt be very painful to them, after the labour of ſo many 
years, and being fully conſcious that they have not been ſeeking 
their own eaſe, 4 . or wealth, to be repreſented by a mere 
ſtripling, one who has entered into the fruit of their labours, as a 
company of tyrannical, mexcenary, felf-ſeeking hypocrites !. 

A ſpit of jealouſy and diſtruſt ſo exceedingly prevails at pre- 
ſent, that the moſt laudable deſigns of the Conterenge are miſun- 
derſtood, and the beſt rules they can make are miſrepreſented. 
For inſtance; Some, but very few, of the Local Preachers, have 
taken the liberty to make very conſiderable excurfrons iuto different 
Circuits, and have lived upon, and colletted money among the 
people to a conſiderable amount: and ſome of the people who per- 
ML bore no part of the burthen, have been the firſt to invite and 
encourage them therein, To prevent our people from being im- 


poſed upon, theſe Rules were made and printed in the Minutes 


Page 28. But it ſeems, theſe Rules have given great offence to 
ſome of the honeſt upright local preachers. |  _ »- | 
Very improper perſons have written and cireulated printed Let, 
ters, and bave put the Connection to very great expence. To 
remedy this evil the rule in page 32, was made, But this alſo gives 
offence and is not to be endured, as it reſtrains the liberty ot the 
2aple, 3 1 
5 pi complaints has been made, hecauſe we have not informed 
all the world what is become of the money in the Preachers Fund, 
We have told them in page 36. But in anſwer to this, it is ſaid, 
„How could Mr, Weſley be in 60agf . debt ? Is it not ſaid, 
That the money has been ſpent in carrying on'the werk of God, 
as well as paying Mr. Weſley's Debts? It ſhould have been ſaid, 
Legacies. | — | | F 
Brethren, for God's ſake, confider whereunto all this jealouſy: 
and evil-ſurmiſing tends. Open your eyes before it be too late. 
Do not drive all the honeſt *and pious inen among us out of the 
Vineyard. You really diſtreſs us beyond meaſure. Conſider, we 


have our trials ſtill, Do not ſo greatly increaſe them, We have 
not deſerved this at your hands, | 1 . 

Alas, Brethren, will you break the hearts of your old tried 
ſervants, not to ſay fathers, who have faithfully laboured for your 
"ne for thirty or forty. years? Will you follow this poor, vain, 


ell ſulficient young man, who labours ſo mightily to prejudice 


your minds againſt the very men, who brought you to God? He 


ſays many plauſable things it muſt be acknowledged, reſpecting 
the preachers making rules in order to govern. you without your 
conſent. In anſwer to this we ſeriouſly declare, as in the preſence 


of God, That although we have attended near foity Conferences 


 ſucceſhvely, we never knew a fingle rule made (where the people 

were concerned) but their intereſt and happineſs were kept m 
view, and the proſperity of the work of God was principally 
. | | _ conlidered; 


1 


— * 
1 


— 


E 


conſidered; and ſo it always ought to be. And we would aſk any 
reaſonable man under heaven, If the preachers are not the proper 


repreſentatives of the people, who are? Who, in the name of 


common ſenſe, are ſo likely to have their real intereſts at heart, as 


their ſpiritual Fathers ? ; 1 
As to the Rules of the Preachers- fund, we have nothing to ſay 


about them, They are, for any thing that we can ſee, as equit- 


able and juſt as can be deviſed at preſent. 


3. With reſpe& to the Kingswood colleQtion, we are obliged 


to confeſs, that it has not been ſo well managed as we could have 
wiſhed, either in Mr. Weſley's life time or fince his death. It 


was a myſtery'to us all for many years, how ſo much money was 
. _ expended ; but we could not help ourſelves. However now that 


grievance is removed, and we can confidently affirm that every 
thing at that School is conducted with the greaeſt prudence and 
frugality; and at the ſame time the Children were never in beiter 
order, or more comfortably provided for in every teſpect, than 
they are at preſent. J) 

As to the miſtake of 80 f. which Mr. K. fo loudly complains 
of. MraPawſom is happy to ſay, that in the preſence of ſeveral 
witneſſes he delivered up the money; nothing was wanting then, 
as à letter from Mr. Bradford received this day bears wider who 
was preſent jat that time. However any one who duly conſiders 
the multiplicity of buſineſs which comes before the Conference, 


may eaſily ſee, that miſtakes at ſuch a time are almoſt unavoid- 


able. Suppoling any one had taken charge of the yearly collec- 
tion at the ſum printed in the Minutes this very year, when fo 


extraordinary a miſtake has been made, what would Mr. K. and 
his friends have faid ?: Nay what have not ſome faid of them al- 


ready? Tell it not in Gath ! That the preachers have put large 
| ſums in their pockets in former years, for an evident reaſon, Be. 


cvuſy ths Mines eee 
year is larger than in ſeveral former years. May not we follow 


' ſo laudable an example as that of Mr. K. and ſay, O Chriſtian 


charity, into what frozen region art thou fled !* 


The Minutes ſay, That the yearly collection, for the preſent 
year is £2388 10 5. whereas let any one caſt up the ſeveral ſums 
as they now ſtand in the ſame Minutes and we believe he will 
find the ſum to be only f 1473 19 6. ſo that there is a miſtake of 


£ 914 10 11, Indeed the account of our expenditure is ſo very 
adly printed that it is extremely difficult to make it out, ſo that 


it does not give our friends the ſatisfation we wiſhed, and on 


this account the whole is now reprinted. 


- Perhaps it will be faid, As you are ſo apt to make miſtakes, this ſhews.the 
neceſſity of Delegates attending the Conference in order to aſſiſt you. Truly we 


want no aſſiſtance. We have by far too many attend the Conference already, 


mw could do our buſineſs much better, _ much ſooner were fewer perſons 
pre ent, age 
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The whole expenditure — - 2 m- 268 5 3 1 
61 Wives unprovided for, '< » = 732 0 


Litas, In all 3417 3 
Yearly Collection — — /- 3 | 
ch | n 1943 3 | 
Received from the Preachers Fund 827 7 o 125 | 
Borrowed from Kingswood 500 © A 997 | 


The Book-room muſt ſupply » £4 (616 16 1 


The above is the cleareſt account we can give from Mr. Benſon's 
Pages But we will not ſay that it is quite free from miſtakes, 
ut we think that there is no one of any conſequence. But thoſe 
who are concerned with our public buſineſs know that when the 
preachers. begin to leave the Conference, there are ſo many who 
want money to take them to their Circuits that it is extremely 
difficult to avoid miſtakes. But as the ſeveral Collections are 
always kept by themſelves and no other money mixed with them, 
ſuch miſtakes are not of ſuch importance as ſome may ſuppoſe, 
for whether the money exactly anſwers the account or not, we are 
ſure that none of it has heen taken away by any one. However 
thoſe who can believe us to be capable of ſuch vile conduct, have 
It in their power to ſuppoſe that ſome of us have the opportunity 
to take a. ſhilling or two now and then. p hs 

| s „ So . 


Yearly Collection * 4 1473 19 6 1 
353 . 4 . | l A 

Deficiencies of Quarterage = "26 0 ©: 1 
Do. of Preachers Wives - 617 © 0 a 
Do. of Children 4323 11 © 1 
Do. of Servants » . - 188 46 12 Ml 
J 8 $ I 
d .-  - - =  -$1t 10-26 E| 
ER - -- mT. I 
Travelling expences 5 3 4 
Law — * — „ LY 
 Coals and Candles - » 86 2 9 | | 
liſions 6 — 86 7 11 þ 
Preachers Board =» » = 51 16 4 Y 
$4: ; ; Q FED 2 3 | ol 

& 264% Him: ot PPP ( 5 J 
Let any one examine the above account, and then he will find A 
that the Yearly Collection falls ſhort of the expenditure not leſs 1 


than 1943 3 7. No reaſonable man hencefarward needs to 
wonder what becomes of the Book-money; and ar Aſhton 
| | riends 


wy | 


| F 

© friends may be ſatisfied, who think that becauſe ſome of them 
' FE purchaſe a book when they happen to want one, that therefore 
2 they have a juſt right to know what uſe is made of the profits 
3 arifing from the whole trade. A thought we really believe, which 
95 never entered any man's mind before; it is quite new, and N 
by their own we are perſuaded. We buy a book now and then © 
45 the bookſellers. in London, but we muſt acknowledge that we 


always thought, when we had received our book, the PIN | 
had a juſt right to difpoſe of the purchaſe money as he ſhould ſee 
Wc | | 
But as many of our friends wiſh to be made acquainted with 
the ſtate of the Book-room, and as others are led to ſuppoſe that 
the Book-committee arc enriching themſelves by the profits ariſing 
from the ſale of the books: As we moſt fincerely wiſh: to give 
| fall ſatisfaftion to the former, ſo we can aſſure the latter, that no 
4 part of that money ever comes into our hands, and that the Com- 
| mittee have no other advantage whatſoever from the Book-room, 
but the trouble of meeting together once a month in order to 
ſettle all the accounts, to read over a variety of pieces intended i 
for the Magazine, and of doing every thing in their power for the 
benefit of that buſineſs. pi | 
„ 


The money received in the Book- room in che 
courſe of the laſt year as appears from Mr. Whit- 


field's Books will btteeee = © >» 6398 4 9 
There has been paid for Paper laſt year : 1920 g 8 
For rent of Houſes, Printing-offices, Letter, &c. 1940 12 g 


For Preachers Wives, Children, Servants, Houſe- 
rent, Coals, Sickneſs, Law-ſuits in the Country, | : 
&c. &c. 55 Kß5ß c 0908 

Towards Law expences in London 1915 7 11 

For Servants wages about the Printing- office, F 
viz. Mr. Whitfield, Mr. Story, Mr. Paramore, &c. 330 o © 


Dy 
1 


” 65 
. — 
e 


| In all 6803 1 6 
The money received Ce GW Sus p 9 


So that the Book- room is in debt „ C206 8 9 | 


The above is as full and as clear an account as we can give of ' 
the ſtate of the Bosk-room, only it muſt be obſerved, that ſome - 
part of the money mentioned above as paid for the Law-ſuit, was 
taken out the year before the laſt, but in the place of this there 
was a balance of £69 7 3, ſent to Ireland, which will bring it 

nearly to the ſame thing. l . TERS ns. 

Thus, dear Brethren, we have given as full and as clear an ac- 
count of our temporal affairs as we poſlibly can, and we aſſure ' 


you, 


—— 2 oo at arcs tr r 


G 1 . of l 
| | 
TRL A 


(48:1 . 
u, with the greateſt ſincerity, that we neither wiſh to dereive, 
nor keep you in the dark, reſpecting any one thing whatſoever 
which may promote your happineſs ; nor-do we wiſh to reign any 
- where but in your eſteem and affetions, For, as was juſtly ob. 


ſerved laſt Conference, we can have no other influence over you, 
but that which our labours for your good, and the Spirit of God 
gives us. We live, if you ſtand faſt in the faith. You are our 
crown of rejoicing, and your peace and proſperity is the end and 
reward of all our labours. : 

Suffer us then, from the ſincere affection we feel for you, to intreat 
you, by the tender mercies of Gop, To follow the things which 
make for peace, and the things by which you may edify one another. 
God has wrought a glorious work in our day, let us not be the 


inſtruments of deſtroying and rending it to pieces, Remember 


the old proverb, Rome was not built in a day.” Have a little 
patience, and you will have all you can deſire which will tend to 
promote your preſent and eternal happineſs. The preachers will 
' ng you in every thing which they can with a good conſcience, 

ou cannot but acknowledge, that the Preachers ought to have 
ſome degree of authority, or how is it poſſible that they ſhould re- 
gulate the affairs of the Church? You will allow that theſe words 
muſt have ſome meaning, We beſeech you brethren, to know 
them who labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and 
admoniſh you, and to e ſtleem them very highly in love for their 
work's ſake, and be at peace among yourſelves,” 1 Theſ. v. 12, 
19. + Obey them that have the rule over you, and ſubmit your. 
ſelves: For they watch for your ſouls, as they that muſt give ac. 
count, that they may do it with joy and not with grief, for thae 
would be unprofitable for you, Heb. xii. 17. Now, I beſeech 
you brethren, mark them which cauſe diviſions and offences con- 
trary to the doctrine which ye have learned and avoid them. For 
they that are ſueh, ſerve not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt but their own 
belly ; and by good words and fair ſpeeches, deceive the hearts of 
the ſimple,” Rom. xvi. 17, 18. | 

We do not know that we can conclude this Letter any better 
than in the words of the apoſtle, 2 Theſ. ii. 15. © Therefore bre. 
thren, ſtand faſt, and hold the traditions which ye have been 
taught, whether by word, or our epiſtle. Now our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf, and God, even our Hiker, who hath loved us, and 
bath given us everlaſting conſolation, and good hope thro! grace, 
comfort your hearts, and ſtabliſn you in every good word and 
work,” Sg prays, yaur ſincerely affectionate Brethren, 


J. PAWSON, 
A. MATHER, 


* 


Ld 


© a 


-4 


UN 
- 
* 
* 
1 
# 
* 
4 
: 
* 
- 
* 
* 5 
, 
* 
, 
* - 
o 
1 
* 
* 
U 
* 
0 
— 
1 
* : 
* 
" 
0 : 
EY 
- 
. 
= = 
* 
4 
0 . 
* 


- — 
* — . © 
0 g f 
. 
* 
As - * © + * 2 & we _- 9 
P *. * 2 
9 * 
<, 
. x 
* 
& - F 
4 » f 
* 4 > 
* 
* i 4 = O * * 
* " 
fs - . * 
« 4 4 4 
W 4 0 * . 
> » ” 
. 
W ” 
. 
- 
N 4 * * 
7 P 
+ 
0 4 * 
" + & 
; ” 
* 
* * » 
. , i 
4 * 
” b - 
* 7 * - 
. 
. 4 * ph 
x p 
- 
- ot 
« * 
* = 1 * * 
. 5 
* 
+ TA ” 
P 
, 
* 
a4 8 * 
n 8 , 
" * 
7 + ” 
; * 1 - 
= 
1 
* . 
* Ll 
o 
. 9 1 
" 
L 
L * 
, 
4 % o 
* * - . * = 
- = 
* 1 =P 
= 
: „ 
* 2 * 7 1 
F 9 
8 * 9% , . 1 
* La x 1 »- 
* o 
©... 
. 
x 5 1 * "RY . . 
* * 83 
. . 
- 1 1 þ 
* 
* 9 * 0 
| 0 ( - 
— * . 
. I 5 
, 
s 4 
4 % 
» 
* 
oo 
* — 4 v 
"0550 . a i To 
” *. þ * 4 ” v.27 cs * 
| £ 0 
. a 
£ ” 0 w $ - * 


* 
». * 


— — 2 ot Bw 4432 For. — 


